THE   NEW   MONGOLIA

Englishman for disturbing its peace. The lamas'
death sentence came too late.33

Vladimirov looked up at the snow-capped peak,
now shimmering whitely in the sun.

"I wonder if there really is gold there/' he said.
"I don't think so myself, but everything's possible in
Mongolia. There's treasure everywhere, in rivers as
well as on the mountains and in the bowels of the
earth."

And as though to shoo away an inconvenient
though^ Vladimirov added:

"Bah! that traveller was a fool."